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to their long Home, who are younger 
than themfelves, they are not fo apt to be 


alarmed at that, as at the Deceafe of thofe. 


who have lived longer in their fight : bok | mifs their 
cquaintence, and are furprized at the loſs 

itual Odject. This gave me fo much Concern for 

the Death of Mr. Willian Peer of the Theatre- 


Royal, who was an Adtur at the Reſtoration, and 
took his Theatrical 
and Harris. Tbo’ his Station was humble he per - 


Degree with Berterton, Nynaſton 


formed it well, and the common Compariſon with 
the Stage and Human Life, which has been fo 
often made, may welf*be brought out upon this Oc- 
cafion. It is no matter, fay the Moralifts, whether 
you act a Prince or.a 
jour Part well. Mr. Milliam Peer dittinguithed him- 
felf particularly in two Characters, which no Man ever 
could touch but -himfelf, one of them was the 


Speaker of the Prologue to the Play, which is con- 


trived in the Tragedy of Hamlet, to n wake the Con- 
ſciences of the guilty Princes. Mr. Ailliam Peer 
ſpoke that Preface to the Play with ſuch an Air as 
repreftnted that he was an Actor, and with ſuch 
an inferior manner as only actiug an Actor, as 
made the others on the Stage appear teal greit her- 
ſons, and not Repreſentatives. This, was a nicety 


in Acting that none but the moſt ſubtle Player d 


ſo muen as conceive. I remember. his {peaking 
thefe Words, in which there is no great matter, but 


in the right adjudtient of the Air of the Speaker, 


Her us and for our Tragedy, 
Hlere flooping to your Clemency, 


Hamlet fays very archly upon the pronouncing of it, 


V. this a Prologue, or Pocſie of a king ? However, 
the {pecking of ſt got Mr. Peer more Reputation, 


than thoſe who {peak the length of a Puritans Ser- 
mon every Night will ever attain o. Beſides this 
Mr. Peer got a great Fame on another little occa- 
non. He. Played the Apothecary in Caius Marius, as 
it is called by Otway, but Konece and Juliet, as ori- 


Rinally in Shake/pear ; it will be neceiſary to tecite 
more out of the 


Play than he ſpoke, to bave 3 
tight Conception of hat Peer did in it. Marius, 
Weary of Lak, tecollects Means to be rit of it after 
thismanner, | 
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I 4 remember an Apothecary 

Tbat dwelt about this rerdezvous of Death, 

Meagre and very rueful were bis Looks, 

Shurp Miſery had worn bim tv the Bauer. 
When this Spectre of Poverty 3 Maria: 
addreſſes him thus: 
I fee thou art very 

bon mayſt do any thing, bere’s fifty Drachma’s, 
Get me a Draught of what will foomeft free. 


A Wretch from all bis Cares. 
When the: Apothecary objets that it is unlawful, 


Marius urges; 


Are thon fo bafe, und fall of Wretcheduels 
Ter fear ft to die; Famine is in thy Cheeks, 
Need and Oppreffion flareth ia thy Eyes, 
Contempt and Beggary bang on thy Back; 
Tie World is not yy Friend, nor the Worlds Lews. 
‘the ii urid affords no Law to make thee Rich; 
Then be nut poor, but break it, and take this. 


Without all this Quotation the Reader could 
pot have a juſt des of the Vilage and Manner 
which Peer atlumed, when in the moft lamentable 
Tone imaginable he conſenis; and delivering the 
Poitou, like a Man reduced to the driuking it him- 
felt, it he did nut vend it, ſays to Marius, 


My Poverty, but not my Will, confents,” 
Luke tits-and drink it off. The &. ork is dune. 


* 

It was an odd Excellence, and a very particulat 
Circomilance this of Heer’s, that his whole A@ion 
of Life depended upon {peaking five Lines better | 
than any Man elſe in the World, Bot this Emi- 
nence lying in fo narrow a Compats, the Gover- 
nors uf the Theatre, oblerving his Talents to lie ih 
a certain Knowledge of Propriety, and his Person 
admitting him to thine only in the two above Parts, 
his Sphere of Action was enlarged by the Addition 
of the Poſt of Property-Man: This Officer jas al- 
ways ready, in a Viace appointed fur him behind the 
Prompter, all ſoch Tools and Implements as are ne 
ceffary in the Play. ard it is his Buſie ſo never to wang 
Billrtduuæ, Puiion, falte Mony, Tnunderbolts, Dag- 
gers, Serowls of Parchirent, Wine, Fomatum, Frun- 


cheons and Wooden-icg-, ready at the Cult of the faid 
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